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Research Project 
VA Hospital 
Topeka, Kansas 

(Revised 9/76) 

Subject # ________ _ 

ATTITUDES TOWARD DEATH QUESTIONNAIRE 

You are asked to complete the attached questionnaire, which contains 
a set of statements frequently made about death. In each question, 
you should check the category with which you agree most fully. 

Items 1 through 11 ask the frequency you have certain thoughts, and 
these may range from often to never. Items 12 through 30 ask the 
degree to which you agree with each item, and your answers may range 
from strongly agree to strongly disagree. This is a measure of per­
sonal belief. Obviously there are no right or wrong answers. 

Your participation is entirely voluntary, and you may feel free to 
decline to complete the questionnaire. One purpose of the question­
naire is to determine whether certain answers are associated with 
chemical dependency. 

I have read the above and am willing to participate in the following 
questionnaire. 

(Signature) 

Witnessed (if applicable) 
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T;~ n:?C:i!.:/,TION REc;.tr:..:.S'!':::D ON '.'EIS F'OR:.l ::.:; r.e~ICI';:'m UND:· i ;\1J1'H0RITY 0? TiTLE 3(3, U,S, GODS, "VETERftNS B;,}JEFITS", 
.. '-.:;r:. ;·:r!...L B~ U2LD ?OR YOt.lt A?Hr'-~.:JI.<~ sc~::-·:~iif:G TfST, ~.!!IO:'H [S ?.~T OF YOUR 'l'RF.ATZ\!3\TT PROCRAM, ALSO, Tr.E RESULTS 
WILL B~ US!·:D ?OR RES?.A.RCH PJH!<:lSSS D:·.SIG:;:::D TO IDUITIFY ;;,ys OF PHOVIDING BS'!'l'ER PATIE.'.'T CA.'qij:, IT WILL NOT BE 
USED FOR J..NY OTHER PURPOSE. 'JI'JCLO::>UrtE IS V'OLUNTJ.RY. fi)'.'."t!:VER, FAILURE TO FURNISH T.!US INFORII:ATION WILL MAKE IT 

MORE DIFFICULT FOR U:J IN YO~." T!C:.·:.\T:.!::lrr PROGRAM. FAILtTri ~ TO FURNISH THIS INFORMATION WU.:. EAVE NO ADVERSE EFFE:T 
ON A.'.'Y B.ElF?ITS WHICH YOU lf....\.Y BE cl''TI'nLED - . . .. -

OFTEN SOME.}.'IME RARELY NEVER 

1. I think about II!.Y_ own eat h. 

: 
2. I think about the dea h of 

loved ones. ' 

3. I think about dying Y' ung. -
4. I think about the pos ibility 

of my being killed on a city -
street. 

s. I have fantasies of m own 
death. 

6. I think about death j st 
before I go to sleep. 

7. I think of how I woul act 
if I knew I were to d e 
within a given period of time. 

8. I think about how my elatives 
would act and feel up< n my 
death. 

9. When I am sick I thin about 
death. 

\ 

1 .0. When I am outside dur ng a 
lightning storm I thi k about 
the poss1bil1ty of be ng 
struck by lightning. 

1 1. When I am in an autom bile I 
think about the high ncidence 
of traffic fatalities 

(continued next page) 
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Page 2 - Continued from reverse side. 
STRONGLY SOMEWHA SOMEWHA STRONGL'o 
DISAGREE DISAGREE AGREE AGREE -

12. I think people should first 
become concerned abou death 
when they are old. 

13. I am much more cancer ~ed 
about death than thos ~ around 
me. 

14. Death hardly concerns me. 

15. My general outlook iu t 
doesn t allow for mor id 
thoughts. 

16. The prospect of my OWl death 
arouses anxiety in me 

17. The prospects oi my o maeath 
depresses me. 

18. The prospect of the d ath of -
my loved ones arouses anxiety 
in me. 

19. The knowledge that I ~ill 

surely die does not i any 
way affect the conduc of my 
life. 

20. I env1s1on my own dea :0 as a 
painful nightmarish e perience. 

21. I am afraid of dying. -
22. I am afraid of being ead. I 

23. Many people become di turbed 
at the sight of a new grave 
but it does not bathe me. 

24. I am disturbed when I think 
about the s~ortness o T1Te. . 

L::>. Thlnlnng about death s a 
waste of time. 

(continued page 3) 
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Page 3 
STRONGLY SOMEWHA~ SOMEWHAT STRONGLY 
DISAGREE DISAGREE AGREE AGREE 

26. Death should not be egarded -as a tragedy if it oc curs I 

after a productive 1 'fe. . 
27. The inevitable death of man 

·----" 
poses a serious chall enge to 
the meaningfulness o~ human 
existence. 

28. The death of the ind vidual H-i is ultimately benefic ial 
because it facilitate s change 
in society. ·--l·-·· i ~ ! ! 

29. I have a desire to 1' ve on I l I 
after death. I =t=J I -JU. The question of wheth er or ; I 

I 

not there is a future life ' I 
I 

worries me consfderao ry. 

F .I 
I 
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